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Accomplishments 
at Boggs Tract 
Community Farm: 

• Installed plumbing 
irrigation systems for 
crop production and 
family plots.  

• Recruited 26 families as 
shareholders on the 
Farm. 

• Built 32 raised beds for 
raising crops and fam-
ily gardens. 

• Built 2 special 
hoophouses to raise  
organic egg laying 
hens. 

All of this was driven 
by the generosity and 
support of volunteers 
and donors.  So on 
behalf of the Board of 
Directors, I would like 

to say thank you to 
everyone and en-
courage you to help 
us move this worth-
while cause for-
ward—not only for 

the sake of our 
neighbors and our 
children, but for 
sustainability and 
longevity, and out 

of kindness to the 
earth. 

- Janis Zurilgen 

With spring in the air, 
the farm is already 
dotted with tiny seed-
lings.  That inkling of 
green offers the hope 
of success and abun-
dance and it gives 
meaning to the end-
less hours of volun-
teer work that have 
been put forth to 
make this farm pos-
sible.  

It is no secret that 
all who have con-
tributed to the 
farm’s successes have 
been generous with 
their time and re-
sources.   

Of the many things we 
accomplished, we 
were able to procure a 
piece of land, stock a 
tool shed, recruit local 
families to participate, 

start our community 
crops and construct 
chicken coops.   

A Few Words from Our Board President... 

PUENTES Board Chairwoman Janis 
Zurilgen helps install drip irriga-
tion lines at Boggs Tract Farm. 



Boggs Tract Community Farm has allocated a large garden space for use exclusively by 
Washington Elementary School.  We brought on Dave Becker, an educator and nutritional 
specialist, as our Education Coordinator on the farm.  

Dave has developed a strong working relationship with UC Davis 
Extension and is implementing a state approved curriculum with 
the After School program at Washington Elementary School.  

Six raised garden beds were constructed and a small greenhouse 
was donated to the farm by Kohl Open School. Dave has con-
ducted 4 classes about nutrition and gardening with a small 
group of 15 students.   

2012 will be a busy year for the Washington School Garden! 

We had a very successful year at Boggs Tract Community Farm! 
PUENTES is developing an urban farm in the Boggs Tract area of Stockton, CA to support 
local residents along with setting up a farmers’ market to generate revenue that will 
ultimately go towards creating urban farms throughout San Joaquin County.  

PUENTES has signed a 20 year lease, renewable every 5 years, for 5 acres of land from 
Port of Stockton. Free of charge. In 2011 we conducted 13 farm planning and           
recruitment workshops for Boggs Tract Community Farm. 

We currently have 26 families signed on who have made a 5 year commitment to the 
project, and who have prepared the soil and begun to plant their garden plots for Spring 
2012. 

By following a rigorous business plan developed by MBA students from the University of 
the Pacific, PUENTES Boggs Tract urban farm will eventually generate enough income to 
become financially self-sustaining!  

We have achieved the benchmarks outlined in the 1st year of our 5 year business plan, 
and are preparing to roll out our Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) box program 
by mid-summer.  

The 2nd Saturday of every month PUENTES invites you to join us for a Farm Work Day! 

Changing the Face of Boggs Tract 

Washington Elementary School Garden 
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Building a Self-Sustaining Farm 

By: Eric Firpo, Crop Production Coordinator, PUENTES 
Kale, lettuce and beets have sprouted, seeds are in the ground 
soaking up the most recent rains, and the prospects are bright 
for the first year's crops at the Boggs Tract Community Farm.             

 
The farm is expected to have a healthy mix of herbs, leafy 
greens, root vegetables, and staples such as heirloom tomatoes, 
squash and legumes. The farm expects to lean toward specialty 
crops and unusual varieties to maximize its appeal to its CSA 
customers as well as Bon Appétit, the University of the Pacific's 
food concessionaire that will also buy the farm's produce. 

 
By May, the farm expects to have roughly 50 chickens producing eggs, and by the end 
of the year, a mixed fruit tree orchard is expected to be planted that's designed to pro-
duce nearly year round. Plans for aquaculture should soon follow.  

“Kale, lettuce 

and beets have 

sprouted, seeds 

are in the ground 

soaking up the 

most recent 

rains, and the 

prospects are 

bright...”      - 

Eric Firpo 

2011 was the year of 
building the foundation 
for the Farm!  

Patrica, Darius, and Harriet 
pose for the cameras dur-
ing a Farm Work Day. 
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“The San Joaquin 

County Fair CSG 

has provided an 

opportunity for 

our families to 

get exercise 

outdoors, 

alleviate stress, 

and learn new 

gardening 

techniques.”  

PUENTES’ County Fair Garden Coordinator Rey Ledesma exceeded expectations expand-
ing and providing garden workshops during 2011. 

PUENTES has engaged and provided 8 workshops on the theme of garden planning, 
composting, and home gardening to 6 families at the San Joaquin County Fairgrounds. 
During the fair, PUENTES volunteers built a global village educational display and gave 
tours of the garden to over 150 community members during the San Joaquin County 
Fair.  

PUENTES has re-signed the annual renewable contract with the Fair for FY 2012, and has 
expanded the garden to over 16,000 square feet, including a small fruit orchard and 
additional garden plots. The San Joaquin County Fair CSG has provided an opportunity 
for our families to get exercise outdoors, alleviate stress, and learn new gardening tech-
niques that they can replicate in their own homes. 

PUENTES will conduct garden tours and nutrition education workshops during the 2012 
San Joaquin County Fair in order to educate  hundreds of families about the benefits of 
home gardening and eating fruits and vegetables. 

San Joaquin County Fair Community Supported Garden 
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“I founded PUENTES 

because I wanted 

to help people 

build the lives 

they dreamed and 

hoped for!”  

- Jeremy Terhune 

PUENTES Board Officers 

Board Chairwoman: Janis Zurilgen 
Janis works as a project management professional. She is a 2002 graduate 
of University of the Pacific, served in the Montana Conservation Corps, 
and worked as a software developer and team leader at Sandia Labs. 

Board Secretary: John Morearty, PhD 
Ph.D. in Social Thought (Univ. of Chicago), retired building contractor. 
Co-founder and board member, Peace and Justice Network of San Joaquin 
County (501-c-3); associate editor, Connections newspaper, published 
monthly by that group since 1986.For fun he bicycles, plays the       
shakuhachi, helps his wife garden and enjoys their ten grandchildren. 

Board Treasurer: Michael Ballot, PhD 
Dr. Ballot, a Professor Emeritus at the University of the    Pacific’s 
Eberhardt School of Business, holds a joint Ph.D. in Business and     
Economics from Stanford University. Over forty years he has authored two 
books and over 100 papers. He is also Treasurer for Campaign for Common 
Ground, a Smart Growth Advocacy group, and is a member of the Sierra 
Club, representing them on SJCOG’s Citizens’ Action Committee (which he 
is currently chairing). Dr Ballot is an accomplished sailor,          
racquetballer, and ale aficionado. 

Vice-Chair: Susan Mora-Loyko 
Susan Mora Loyko is a retired City of Stockton employee whose most recent 
assignments included 8 years as the Stormwater   Outreach  Coordinator 
and 5 years as the Recycling Coordinator. She is active in the Social 
Justice Ministry of her parish. Among her greatest joys is her 12 year 
collaboration with Stockton's annual Earth Day Festival. She is a   
graduate of Cal State Long Beach with a bachelor's degree in Journalism. 
She is married to Bill, with five children and three most wonderful 
grandsons. 
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A young gardener prepares 
the soil at Boggs Tract      
Community Farm. 

“I’m eager to share 

the lessons and 

blessings of 

sustainable 

agriculture and 

social 

entrepreneurship 

with the community 

in Stockton.”      

- Gene Bigler 

At-Large Board Members 

Sacha Joseph-Mathews, PhD 
Sacha loves to travel the world with her husband! She has a BA from 
University of the West Indies, 1998; Ph.D. Florida State University, 
2006. She is currently an Assistant Professor of Marketing, Eber-
hardt School of Business,  University of the Pacific 
 

Arlene Galindo 
Stockton born and raised. 
Community activist. 
Board member of San Joaquin Film Festival, Stockton. 

Chris Eley 
Does all PUENTES’ legal work pro bono. He is a 3rd Generation 
Stocktonian, and has practiced law here for over thirty years. 

Minh Tran 
Minh graduated from the University of the Pacific in 2010 with a 
degree in biochemistry, and worked in that industry before tran-
sitioning to Informational Technology. He has a deep interest in 
understanding physical phenomena and how things work. He hopes to 
pursue an MBA in IT in the near future. 

Jeremy Terhune 
Jeremy is the Founder and CEO of PUENTES.  He has a B.A. in Hu-
manities from California State University, Chico, and is a former 
Peace Corps volunteer from Panama. He was raised in Stockton CA, 
and his passion is sustainable international development. Jeremy 
works for Defenders of Wildlife, loves hiking and backpacking, 
and enjoys spending time with his 6 year old daughter, Sharon. 

John gives Arlene a hug during 
the farm blessing. 

Esperanza Vielma 
Esperanza grew up in South Stockton, and earned a B.A. in Spanish 
and Chicano Studies from U.C. Berkeley. She is a Woodrow Wilson 
Fellow. She spent fifteen years in Los Angeles working for attor-
ney Nick Pacheco, and for the INROADS internship program for 
disadvantaged students. She is the founder and CEO of the Small 
Business Association of California, and the Community Assistance 
Foundation for Empowerment. For health and fun, she runs. 

Gene E. Bigler, PhD 
Dr. Bigler has been a visiting professor at the University of the 
Pacific in Stockton since retiring from the US Foreign Service in 
2005. He first became committed to supporting the struggle for a 
better of quality of life in the community when he marched with 
Cesar Chavez as a student at Pacific in the 1960s. Then as a 
Fulbright Scholar in Ecuador in 1968, he started studying the 
problems of economic development in the Americas. With 18 years 
of experience living and working in Latin America, besides the 
adventures in many other climes, he is eager to share the lessons 
and blessings of sustainable agriculture and social entrepreneur-
ship with the community in Stockton, as well as to collaborate 
with Panama and the other interested neighborhoods to which we 
are building bridges in the Americas. Gene appreciates good qual-
ity food with great gusto. 
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Above: Jeremy and MInh 
help to build the frames for 
raised garden beds at Boggs 
TractCommunity Farm! 
 
Right: Supporters enjoy a 
fabulous brunch donated by 
Bon Appétit Management 
Company at the PUENTES’ 
“Seeds and Spirits”  event. 

Total Expenses for 2011: $31,940.34  

Boggs Tract Community Farm: 
$17,402.63

SJC Fairgrounds Garden: 
$649.97

Office Expenses/ Equipment: 
$5187.99

Office Space Rental:                                  
$3980.00

Trainings and Conferences: 
$1,265.10

Administrative:                              
$3,454.65



PUENTES Thanks our Key Supporters!  

None of the great work that 
PUENTES has accomplished 
would have been possible 
without the help of our do-
nors. 

PUENTES would like to say a 
special “thank you” to the 
following organizations for 
their support: 
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Dave McRoy, Manager from 
JR Simplot, poses for a    
picture with PUENTES’            
Construction Coordinator, 
Steve Evans, after donating 
$573.48 worth of garden 
tools. 

PUENTES’ Net Worth ending 2011: $66,255.67 



Mailing Address: 
PMB #463 
4719 Quail Lakes Ave., Ste. G 
Stockton, CA 95207 
 
CA Office: 
401 N. San Joaquin St., Ste. 205 
Stockton, CA 95203 

Phone/ Fax: 209-466-5500 
E-mail: info@puentesca.org 

OUR MISSION 

Promotores Unidas para la  

Educación Nacional de         

Tecnologías Sostenibles 

(PUENTES ) is a human services 

and development organization 

based in Stockton, CA.  

Our mission is to spread the 

knowledge and effective      

implementation of sustainable 

technologies and stimulate a 

critical, cooperative, and    

positive attitude in               

underprivileged communities 

across the Americas. 

In other words, we want to help 

people build the lives they hope 

and dream for! 

We’re on the Web! 

www.puentesamericas.org 

Printing partially donated by Creative Printing, Stockton 

Directions to Boggs Tract Community Farm: 
At the I-5 Stockton Crosstown Freeway interchange, take Fresno Avenue 
exit. At the end (about 1/4 mile), turn right onto Fresno Avenue and 
then immediately left onto West Sonora Avenue, going past Washington 
School(on your right). Continue two blocks to where the houses on the 
right side end, and turn left on South Ventura Avenue (no street 
sign) and go just one block. You’ll see the garden on your left. Park 
along street. 

PUENTES is a 501(c)3 Non-Profit Corporation, registered in the State of California as 
a Charitable Organizaiton since June, 2009. 

mailto:info@puentesca.org
http://www.puentesamericas.org

